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A                 ASMOAD.

he might reflect upon pious themes without being disturbed by the
joyous and other noises from the nursery, doubtless.

Judging by
Pilate and St.
Nicholas, there
exists no rule for
the construction
of hermits; they
seem made out of
all kinds of ma-
terial. But Pi-
late attended to
the matter of ex-
piating his sin
while he was
alive, whereas St.
Nicholas will pro-
bably have to go
on climbing down
sooty chimneys,
Christmas Eye,

for ever, and conferring kindness on
other people's children, to make up
for deserting his own.   His bones
are kept in a church in a village
(Sachseln), which we visited, and
are naturally held in great rever-
ence.    His portrait is common in
the tenhouses of the region, but is
believed by many to be but an in-
different likeness.    During his her-
mit life, according to the legend, he
ST. OTOHOLAS THE HEEMiT.      partook of the bread and wine of
the communion once a month, but all the rest of the month he fasted.
A constant marvel with us, as we sped along the bases of the steep
mountains, on this journey? was, not that avalanches occur, but that
they are not occurring all the time.   One doas not understand why

